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reparedness Checklist for Farms:
FALL & WINTER

Extreme weather events & seasonal changes can pose risks for farm operations. Use this checklist as a guide for immediate actions
when extreme fall or winter weather is forecast & reference the General Strategies page for additional steps.

AT THE START OF THE FALL & WINTER SEASONS

HARD FROST

O Review the General Strategies checklist A hard frost, or killing frost, will occur when forecasted the
O Clear gutters, roof drains, culverts before & after leaf drop temperature is for 32° or lower
O Check heating systems before first freeze O Harvest or protect remaining cold-hardy crops as needed
O Prepare materials & equipment for off-season storage to O Install low tunnels hoops & cover beds of overwintered crops
prevent rodent damage O Mulch overwintering crops such as garlic or strawberries
O Review all written contingency plans with staff/family, including O Be mindful of temperatures inside cold storage units. Use
a plan for evacuating & shelter-in-place for staff & livestock heaters as necessary to maintain appropriate temperatures.
(O Keep extra feed on hand in case you are unable to reach your O Scan the QR code below for charts on fruit and vegetable
hay supplier or the feed store for a few days storage conditions
(O Ensure that trailer tires are inflated (J Drain irrigation lines, hoses, pumps, sprayers, roller crimpers,
O Ensure that generators & chainsaws are operable. Scan the QR and other equipment or infrastructure containing water, or
code below to learn more about generator safety moved to a heated area
O Have your veterinarian’s number written down & in your O Insulate exposed pipes & protect other systems that must
phone continue to contain water
FIRST FROST DEEP FREEZES & FREEZING GROUND
(O Be mindful that frost damage can occur any time forecasted O Finish winterizing water systems & other
overnight temperatures are below 40° equipment/infrastructure containing liquids that will freeze
O Scan the QR code below for a guide to vegetable crop cold O Before the ground freezes for the winter, drive posts for snow
tolerance. Note that listed temperatures are when plant death fencing to protect greenhouses, high tunnels, & similar
occurs, not just damage. Plant damage can occur at structures from the buildup of wind-driven snow as needed
temperatures up to 10° warmer than plant death O Plan ahead for frost heaving; dig out several inches in front of
(O Cover sensitive crops with frost blankets, row cover, or mulch as swinging doors so doors can clear the ground
feasible O Stockpile bedding & feed in accessible locations
(O Leaves & other plant parts that are touching the cover may (O Check and maintain backup heating systems for greenhouses &
be damaged. Support frost blankets as needed livestock
O Close high tunnel structures
O Harvest frost sensitive crops as necessary
O Consider mapping frost pockets on your farm & note
temperatures at which different crops first show cold damage
(O Drain irrigation lines & other water-holding
infrastructure/equipment that might freeze
O Ensure proper antifreeze ratios in equipment crop cold fruit & veg generator
(O Bring vulnerable potted plants or container-grown perennials L tolerance ) storage safety
indoors or into protected areas
O Check fuel supply for heating high tunnels/greenhouses
O Move pesticides, veterinarian medicines & other temperature
sensitive materials to appropriate temperature-stable
environments
O Note you may need to repeat some of these actions throughout

the fall as nighttime temperatures hover near freezing
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ICE STORMS

Trim overhanging branches near structures or fences
Prune susceptible fruit trees as feasible
Check high tunnels & greenhouses for ability to handle ice load
(O Tighten loose nuts on trusses and cross members
O Greenhouses can be heated to shed ice
O Scan the QR code below to learn more about
protecting high tunnels and greenhouses

reparedness Checklist for Farms:
FALL & WINTER

Special fall & winter considerations for extreme rain, drought,
and fire risk. Find further recommendations in the Summer &
General Strategies Checklists.

HEAVY RAIN ON FROZEN GROUND

Water will pool & possibly freeze in low-lying areas. Move
equipment off fields that may flood and freeze

Be aware that shallow wells may be more prone to
contamination by runoff when the ground is frozen. Scan the QR

(O Keep sand or non-toxic ice melt handy for walkways/work areas code below for a list of water testing labs
Store manure & compost piles under cover (roofs or tarps) to
SNOW STORMS prevent nutrient leaching & runoff. Consider surrounding piles
Wet/heavy snow with straw bales to contain runoff
O Ensure shovels & roof rakes are accessible
O Heavy snow can cause high tunnels & greenhouses to collapse. DROUGHT

00

Remove buildup in a timely manner from roofs and sidewalls as
needed to prevent collapse. Be aware that snow may build up
quickly between high tunnels that are close together. Scan the
QR code below to learn more about managing high tunnels in
snow

Low tunnels framed with wire or PVC may collapse. Plan
accordingly

Wind-driven snow

Check barn & shed siding for gaps where snow could drift in
Create windbreaks (temporary fencing, hay bales) for livestock
areas if possible

Install snow fencing on the windward side of vulnerable high
tunnels & greenhouses to prevent wind-driven snow from
building up on one side of the structure. Uneven snow loads can

We associate drought with warm temperatures, but lengthy dry
periods can also occur in the fall & winter

Consider seeding cover crops early in the fall to retain soil
moisture and control erosion

If feeding forages stockpiled in pastures, check new growth to
ensure that animals have access to adequate feed. Monitor
animals’ body condition scores & feed stored feed as needed

ELEVATED FIRE RISK

Be mindful that wildfires can happen even at cold temperatures.
Low humidity & high winds elevate fire risk regardless of
temperature; when there is no snow cover, dried grasses, brush
piles & leaf piles are excellent tinder

O Avoid burning during dry, windy days
O Consider composting rather than burning leaf piles
O Scan QR codes below to monitor fire risk & sign up for alerts

collapse structures

FLUCTUATING WINTER TEMPERATURES

Winter warm spells can partially thaw frozen ground, leading
to challenges with mud & frost heaving

Mulching garlic, strawberries & newly planted flower bulbs
before the ground freezes for the winter helps ensure
fluctuating temperatures do not heave plant material out of the
ground

Managing livestock with slick mud on top of frozen ground can greenhouse high tunnels Southern CT
be challenging | prep in snow | Weather |
(O Lay wood chips, rocks, or other material in high traffic areas
before the ground partially thaws
(O Contain animals as needed to prevent excessive mud fouling ( - ) rEme
O If animals are fed outside, raise feeders off the ground to A
reduce the chance of animal waste contamination e U
A LN =
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O
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BEFORE POSSIBLE HIGH IMPACT WEATHER EVENTS

Visit Southern Connecticut Weather for comprehensive
forecasting for the entire state. Scan QR code to the right
Photo-document standing crops in case of losses

Review response plans with family/staff
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